Dad and Mandy 

Thank you so much for agreeing to look after Teddy. I know he isn’t the easiest of dogs and if things get too much please ring Noel’s dad (Ken) and he will come and collect him. His number is 07901 717562. 

Please do not take Teddy’s behaviour for granted, he is very unpredictable. He has changed but he still bites pants and people who do not like dogs will be frightened. I have included his muzzle please use it if you have new people coming over. Also, use his Kong as he is obsessed with it and wont bother with other people when he has it, just remember to take it back off him after otherwise he will chew it to pieces. 

Teddy will try grumble or fight with other dogs when walking past on the leader; he can also do the same to strangers. Keep him close to you. DO NOT TRUST HIM. 

Never let him off the leader please. 

The law has changed and we need to protect Teddy and people who enter your home. I have highlighted some of the law on the next page. 

Teddy is registered with Vets4Pets in Northampton. We have paid for lifetime vaccinations – his next booster is due November. Would you kindly take him to the Tamworth branch for his booster, it will not cost anything. He is under the name Teddy Humber. 
His insurance cover is under Teddy Wright with Tesco T50161519. Hopefully they will let you access the account if necessary; we have emailed them to inform them that you are looking after him for the period while we are away.  We have informed them of the current address – 7 Chater Street, Moulton, Northampton, NN3 7UD.

His allergies have been really bad this summer but now seem to be calming down. If they do flare up, use Sudocream and the Steroid spray and only bathe him in water or the special shampoo. If things get really bad take him to the vets for a steroid injection. But usually it will sort itself out. 

Please put the sign up on the gate to warn people about Teddy. 

Thank you again and give him lots of kisses from me. We really appreciate you looking after him but please don’t worry about having to speak to Ken if its easier.  

Lauren and Noel xx 
Which elements of the existing Dangerous Dogs Act should dog owners be aware of?

Section 3 of the Act applies to every single dog owner in England and Wales. Under this section, it is a criminal offence for the person in charge of the dog to allow it to be ‘dangerously out of control’ in a public place.

A dog doesn't have to bite to be deemed dangerous in the eyes of the law
Generally if a dog bites a person, it will be presumed to have been ‘dangerously out of control’, however even if the dog does not bite, but gives the person grounds to feel that the dog may injure them, the law still applies.

Not many dog owners are aware of this, and it is important to hold that thought when looking at the changes.


What’s changed?

While owners need to be fully aware of all the changes, the biggest difference from now on is the Act also covers incidents on private property in addition to public spaces. This includes your own house and both front and back gardens.

In addition:

· It will now be an offence for your dog to attack an assistance dog (Guide Dog, Hearing Dog etc). 

· Prison sentences will be increased for those convicted of some offences 

· Police or an appointed local authority now have powers to seize a dangerously out of control dog in a private place. The existing legislation already covers public places.



What should dog owners be doing now?

Ensure your gardens are safe
The most important point to consider is how to keep unexpected visitors or delivery drivers safe on your property. The requirement for the law to cover private places as well as public ones has long been campaigned for by the Communication Workers Union. Numerous Royal Mail and other delivery services employees are injured by dog bites each year and up until now there has not been the legislation to enable action to be taken to ensure their future safety.

You need to make sure that any visitor can safely access your front door without encountering your dog.
There is a slight grey area in these changes in that if the person attacked is a burglar or trespasser your dog may not be considered dangerously out of control if it is in a building that is your private dwelling at the time of the attack. However, this does not cover incidents in your back or front garden so while the law is yet to be tested, all dog owners should ensure that all areas of their gardens where their dogs could encounter unexpected visitors are secure.

If necessary it is also worth talking to your neighbours and asking them not to let their children climb your fences to retrieve balls etc to be on the safe side.

Manage your dog when someone knocks
We all know that fewer letters are being sent through the post, but the rise in internet shopping means that more parcels and especially signed for parcels are being delivered, which requires the delivery person to knock at the door. This change in legislation should be a wake up call to all dog owners to ensure their dogs are under control when they open the door otherwise they risk committing a criminal offence.
It is not unusual for a dog to be reactive to any visitor to your door, so you need to decide now how you are going to manage that situation. The easiest thing to do is to shut your dog in another room or in the garden, provided of course the dog cannot access the front door from the garden. If that is not an option, then you will need to seek the services of an experienced or qualified dog trainer or behaviourist to teach your dog some new behaviours around the door.

You also need to consider how your dog greets people. What you view as a dog being friendly by jumping up at visitors may be seen as threatening behaviour by a stranger.

Owning a dog is a huge responsibility and should not be taken lightly, however by taking some time to think about what these changes mean to you and your dog, you will be taking steps to keep everyone safe and avoid ending up in a position that no one wants to find themselves in.

